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PILKINGTON FAMILY - WOODVALE HOME DAMAGE 
Statement by Member for Kingsley 

MRS J. HUGHES (Kingsley) [12.55 pm]:  I am pleased to make a short statement regarding the final stage for 
the Pilkington family since the development of the sinkhole in the backyard of their family home in Woodvale 
several months ago.  I acknowledge the work of the ministers involved, Minister Logan and Minister 
MacTiernan, and their continuing assistance during this very difficult time for the Pilkington family and other 
families that have also been affected.  I also thank the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure for her sincerity 
and understanding of the situation.  I convey that an offer and acceptance was signed on Wednesday, 10 October.  
Valuations from both the Valuer-General’s office and a private valuer were required to ensure the process was 
transparent, and both valuers visited the Pilkington’s home as part of the valuation process.  With input from 
Mr and Mrs Pilkington, a written valuation ensued and an offer followed shortly after.  Settlement is due on 
8 November.  Mike and Sonja were happy with the speed with which the business was able to be conducted and 
are happy to be moving on with their lives.  Mike and Sonja have found a new home close by and I hope that 
they will find happiness there.  It has been a difficult time for them, as there has been no previous instance of 
such an occurrence.  I also thank Jay and Ross Anderson and their team from the Western Australian 
Speleological Group for their volunteered services and their initial report, which has been passed on to the 
minister.  I look forward to them continuing to assist in their investigations and providing professional assistance 
and advice in finding solutions to remedy the effects of this natural hazard. 
 


